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Strategic Tool for the Gospel

The Diatessaron (meaning “out of four”) is a
harmony of the Gospels. It combines the three
synoptic Gospels and John into one coherent story.
Produced by Tatian in 166AD,
the Diatessaron was originally available in Greek and Aramaic. Arabian
Believer, Abul Faraj Al Tayyeb, translated the Diatessaron from an early

Syriac version into Arabic in the
Eleventh Century. Because of its
early history in Arabic, it carries
with it a style and presentation
familiar to Muslim people. It, therefore, does not create the same suspicion that other “Christian”
literature does and provides an
excellent tool for evangelism
among Muslims.
Since this “harmony” follows the Gospels closely in
terms of text (only 56
verses in the canonical
Gospels do not have a
counterpart in the
Diatessaron), it is a
practical “first
step” towards
Bible translations
that are “Muslim”
appropriate.
Good Bible translations are not
only faithful in
lexical and grammatical content,
but also in their
ability to communicate with
the same impact

Diatessaron:
Harmony of
the Gospels
This issue of Moving-4-Word
features an effective tool used
for Scripture translation and
pre-evangelism among
Muslims called the Diatessaron.
This “harmony” combines the
four Gospels into a single
narrative. SOW International is
partnering with translation and
church planting ministries
working in West Africa, Central
and South Asia, and the
Philippines to produce the
Diatessaron specifically for the
Muslim groups located within
these regions. It is currently
ready to print in four Muslim
language groups with plans to
expand this to several other
groups within the next year. ‘
If you are interested in funding
this strategic project, please
contact the SOW offices at
866-807-7676.

and understanding that the original
texts did thousands of years ago.
As translators work with the
familiar Gospel passages, they gain
valuable insights into ways of
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translating the Scriptures. Translators can see how literary style and
religious terminology have the
ability to influence the readers and
hearers to identify a text as either
“God speaking to me” or as something “foreign.” The Diatessaron
allows translators to experiment
(and make mistakes) before actual
Scripture translation begins.
Diatessaron translations retain
the “feel” of Arabic and thus communicate authenticity as a document acceptable to the Muslim
community. It is an unusually effective book among Muslims in evangelism and discipleship, as well as,
in preparation for Bible translation.
This “harmony of the Gospels”
has been instrumental in birthing
two church planting movements
(Bangladesh and Indonesia). Because
of its strategic nature, it has become
a focus of SOW International. It is
currently translated into 4 of the 14
Muslim language groups located in
the Southern region of Mindanao—
an area of the Philippines with a significant Muslim presence. These are
completed and waiting for publication and distribution. Please pray
that those in this region will experience similar results. ‘

Students Help Provide
Bibles for Iranian Children

Get Real Student Conference takes up special
offering towards Iranian Children’s Bible
Nearly 1600 students, faculty, and staff, representing 18 Christian
schools filled the Northside Academy auditorium in Charlotte, North
Carolina on January 31 through
February 1 for the “Get Real Spiritual Emphasis Conference.” The
two-day event featured a host of
dynamic communicators and
singers including Grammy winning
singer/songwriter, Mark Hall of Casting Crowns, and comedian/speaker
and Get Real founder, Scott Davis.

The conference emphasized
Christian School students “Getting
Real” with themselves, others, and, most importantly, God. SOW International’s Iranian Children’s Bible project was introduced at the close of the
first day of the conference. In a special offering recieved on the second
day, the students gave over $4,100 towards the project. These gifts will
provide at least 833 Children’s Bibles to Iranian Children. A big thank you
goes out to all the students who participated. ‘
For more information on the Get Real Student Conferences visit
www.GetRealNow.us. If you are interested in participating in this project,
please contact the SOW offices at 866-807-7676. For every $5.00, a Bible
is placed into the hands of a person in a Muslim country.
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