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The Priority of Making God’s Word Available to Those Without It
It All Begins With The Word

When Jesus commanded believers
to go to all nations, His plan was to see
churches formed and new believers dis-
cipled among
all peoples. This
is commonly
called the Great
Commission.  

Most would
say the Great
Commission is
about going
and proclaiming
the Gospel.
Although evan-
gelism is
involved, the
command is to
“make disciples.”
Jesus was not
calling believers
to simply
increase the
population of heaven, but to develop
reproducing Christ followers among
every people group on earth.  John 1
describes Jesus as being “the Word.”  If we
are to reproduce Jesus in the lives of oth-
ers, then His plan must, therefore, have at
its core the Word of God.

The Priority of the Word
It really isn’t complicated.  God’s

Word is the priority for every truth,
doctrine, practice, and concept that

plant churches and make disciples of
the unreached.  Without the Word of
God there is no authority from which

believers can
declare truth,
implement
action, or realize
fulfillment of the
command.
Everything
begins with the
Word.

There is an
enormous
amount of activ-
ity done under
the banner of
“missions.”  Most
is good and nec-
essary. The
question is,
however,
does it lead

to making disciples? There is an
endless list of love-motivated
endeavors that are providing
tremendous benefits to human-
ity — diseases cured, poverty
diminished, education levels
increased, hunger and thirst
satisfied.  Thank God for all of
this.  But somewhere along
the way, the Word of God has
become less of a priority.

The Bible describes

two eternal items (besides Almighty God)
— the human soul and the Word of God.
The great challenge we have as 21st
century believers, therefore, is to make
God’s Word available to those without it.
Unfortunately, millions have never
heard it, read it or experienced it in their
own language.

SOW International desires to see
the Gospel take root and disciples made
within the unreached regions of the
world. This process

After 2,000 years, over 30% of the languages in our world still have no portion of Scripture.

“When it comes to providing
God’s Word to those without
it, there are no options—
only a task to accomplish.
It’s going to take those of us
who possess the Word of
God, to focus our efforts,
our prayers, and our
resources on those who
don’t.  We CAN do better.
We MUST do better.  Lives
are depending on it!” 
Phil Disney
Executive Director, SOW International
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will fail without the authority of God’s
Word planted in the soil of faith. Provid-
ing the Scriptures in the heart language
of people is the critical first step. 

The Plight of the Word
Of the 6,909 languages in our

world, only 457 have the entire Bible
translated. There are another 1,668 that
have the New Testament.  Over 2100
languages have no portion of God’s
Word whatsoever. 

Although there is a proliferation of
ministries and a flurry of activities hap-
pening in the Scripture translation and
publishing arena, if we continue at the
current rate, it is estimated that it will
still take over 138 years to provide God’s
Word to those without it.  This is much
too long — especially to the millions
dying of spiritual thirst.

Ending this drought is SOW’s
vision...SOW’s burden...SOW’s passion. 

A story was told of a man who was
desperately searching for something
under a streetlight when another gentle-
man walked by and asked, “What are you
doing?”  The first man replied, “I’m looking
for a lost coin.”  Generously, the passer-by
offered his assistance and the two
searched together.  

After several unsuccessful minutes the
passer-by asked, “Where did you lose your

coin?”  The first man answered, “I lost it on
the other side of the street.”  To which the
passer-by replied, “Then why are we look-
ing over here?”  The first man responded,
“Because this is where the light is!”

Unfortunately, the Church is like
that searching man.  We have been
spending the majority of our time,
energy and resources focused on the
places where the light is already shin-
ing—where the Bible is available and
the Gospel is accessible.  We are “search-
ing in the light.”  As a result, countless
multitudes, living in the spiritually dark
regions of the world remain lost and vir-
tually untouched with the Gospel.

Are there lost “coins” in the light?
Absolutely.  And we should never neglect
searching for them.  However, there are so
many more on the “other side of the
street” with just a glimmer of light that it
makes what we are doing in other
places seem insignificant.

If we truly believe in the pri-
ority of the Word; if we believe it
is the eternal, life-giving source
of our faith; if we believe it is the
foundation for all of our meth-
ods and practices; if we believe it
is the revelation of Jesus and the

only book that God ever wrote; if
we believe it is the power of God
unto salvation…then why is our
prayer life not consumed with pleas to

make it available to those without it?
Why are our missionary efforts not radi-
cally focused on its translation, produc-
tion and distribution among the
unreached?  Why do our missions budg-
ets not reflect an unyielding devotion to
provide it to the world’s Bibleless people?

After 2,000 years of attempting to
fulfill the Great Commission, over 30%
of the languages in our world still have
no portion of Scripture—not even one
verse.  SOW International’s Executive
Director, Phil Disney, states, “When it
comes to providing God’s Word to those
without it, there are no options—only a
task to accomplish.  It’s going to take
those of us who possess the Word of
God, to focus our efforts, our prayers,
and our resources on those who don’t.
We CAN do better.  We MUST do better.
Lives are depending on it!”  ‘
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SOW International has prepared a colorful and attractive bookmark for you
as a reminder to pray for the work of making the Scriptures available to the
unreached.  If you would
like to receive one for your-
self or several to pass out to
friends to help advance the
work of SOW, please
call 866-807-7676
and we will mail them
immediately.  You may
ask for as many as you
need.
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