
There is a great deal of discus-
sion related to accomplishing the
task of the Great Commission. Vol-
umes have been written describing
strategies for evangelism, disciple-
ship, and church planting—What
techniques do we use? How do we
start? Who do we look for? What ele-
ments need to be in place in order
for church planting to occur? What
approach do we use for discipleship
and training? How much will it cost?
The list is seemingly endless.

As important and necessary as
these and other questions are, let’s
put all of them aside and simply
focus on one—What could be
accomplished if a billion people
were praying? 

The focus of SOW Interna-
tional is providing God’s Word
to the nations. There are five
reasons prayer is essential for
this: (1) it keeps us
involved on a personal
level with what God is
doing in the world, (2)
it gives us a sense for
God’s heart and how
we fit into His plan to
gather worshippers
from the ends of the

earth (and we all have a role to play in
this), (3) it provides a veil of needed
protection over God’s servants who
are blazing new trails in the most
spiritually dark regions of the world,
(4) it helps break down spiritual
strongholds, and (5) it helps facili-
tate the spread of the gospel
among the unreached.

SOW’s Executive Direc-
tor, Phil Disney, states, “No
matter how eloquent our
words, or dynamic our
actions, unless they
are bathed in

prayer and empowered by the Holy
Spirit, they cannot bring one human
soul into relationship with Christ.” Phil
continues by saying, “As important as
giving is to the cause of missions, it is a
limited part of the process. Our gen-
erosity of resources must be accompa-
nied by generous praying.”

No amount of money, no amount
of discussion, and no amount of
human effort can substitute for
extraordinary and consistent prayer. 

One Saturday afternoon in
August, 1806, five teenage
young men sought
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There are roughly one billion believers in the world.
Imagine the results if all of God’s people took seriously
Jesus’ command to simply pray for the harvest. 

What if a Billion People
Were Praying?

Continued on page 3



Prayer does not come natural to
most people—especially North Ameri-
cans.  The “Western” world view tells us
that we are “self-made” individuals—
we can achieve anything so long as we
give it our best and implement the
right methods.  We have been pro-
grammed to think that as long as we
are efficient (using our time and
resources wisely), and effective (going in
the right direction and staying focused),
we will automatically achieve excel-
lence. Isn’t that the American way?  

For most, prayer is work.  We find it
almost offensive to depend on anyone
or anything outside of ourselves to
survive… to accomplish… to sustain.
There are the exceptions—those with
whom prayer is as natural as breath-
ing.  These individuals set the example
and raise the bar for all of us.  For the
average person, however, prayer is
something we must make a continual

conscious
effort to

practice.  That is not to say that there
aren’t times when it is much easier to
pray than others.  Usually when we’re
under extreme stress or facing a severe
crisis, prayer becomes high on our lists.

Perhaps that’s the core of the
issue.  Perhaps the reason why prayer
is on the back burner of our minds is
the fact that most of us live a relatively
comfortable life.  Good health, good
income, good kids, good schools,
good church, good relationships,
good friends, great wife, etc., etc.  Even
in our most desperate times, Ameri-
cans have a variety of safety nets to
share the load and help us survive.  

Perhaps our lack of motivation is
a result of the fact that our prayers
tend to be self-centered and preven-
tative rather than out of desperation
and reliance. “Lord, be with my family,
keep us safe, meet our needs, help me…
be with…” and the old end-of-the-
prayer tag line, “lead, guide, and direct
us.” I think prayer is difficult and lacks
our motivation because we continue
praying for the same things and take
for granted the fact that God has
already answered them.

The real problem may be that
since most of our prayers are “me”
focused, we make a huge assump-
tion. We assume that because we’re
O.K., everyone else is O.K too. Or,
perhaps, we just don’t think
beyond or own context very
much. What would happen if our
focus was redirected from our
personal needs to the needs of
others (and not necessarily those
within the borders of the U.S.)?  

This last year, we saw an
earthquake and tsunami in Japan
wipe out thousands of people in a

Many believers have a strong
desire to become involved in
Great Commission causes. Too
often, however, the tendency is to
diminish our involvement to
finances.  As important as giving is
to world evangelization, it must
be accompanied by prayer.  

With this in mind, SOW Inter-
national is asking you to give your
time and your sincere commit-
ment to extraordinary prayer.  Our
desire is to provide the tools and
the information you need to help
you pray strategically and fer-
vently on behalf of the unreached
and Bibleless people.

SOW International is working
in regions of the world that have
never experienced the Word of
God or the light of the Gospel.
Like a farmer putting his plow
blade into new ground—soil that
has never been worked—it takes
more time and effort to prepare
it to yield a harvest.  SOW
also faces an enemy who
is not ready to give up
his territory. To enter
Satan’s strongholds
without the assur-
ance of prayer, is to
fight the enemy in
human, rather
than divine
strength. 

Continued on page 4

Why our most powerful and effective resource for
world evangelism is severely under-utilizedPrayer is not peripheral

to missions. It does not
support missions.  Prayer
ismissions. The battle
for the nations will be
won on the knees of
God’s people. 

The Prayer Factor 
by Phil Disney

The Priority
of Prayer



matter of seconds.  But did you know
that annual monsoons and spring
flooding kills tens of thousands in
Southeast Asia every year? Would it
make a difference if we had a brother, a
sister, a mother, or father living in this
region?  Would it alert us to the tragic
circumstances people face every day all
over the world if we had a relational
connection in these regions?  Making
it personal would probably give
prayer new meaning and priority.

In my own defense, I have to say
that I am committed to prayer.  I
believe it works.  And I believe God
answers.  I think it should be important
and prioritized.  I dedicate a consider-
able amount of my time to it.  I would
even go so far as to say that prayer is
the greatest spiritual activity we can
do.  Did you hear that?  Prayer is the
greatest spiritual activity we can do. But
it takes two things: work and time—
the former, it seems, I am on a mission
to avoid and the latter I must chip
away from a schedule made of stone.

So it really does revert
back to being personal.
But the relationship that
we must cultivate is more
on the vertical plane than
the horizontal. By deep-
ening my relationship
with God, I begin to sense
things as He does.  I begin
hearing, seeing, and feel-
ing the things He hears,
sees, and feels— every-
thing becomes more per-
sonal.  Those people just
killed and injured in a
roadside bomb are my
family.  Those caught in an
endless cycle of drug and alcohol
addiction are my brothers. Those
destroying their lives through idolatry
are my friends.  When it involves fam-
ily, prayer is suddenly less arduous and
more urgent.  

Bottom line—when it comes to
prayer—take it personally! ‘

shelter from a thunderstorm next to a
haystack in Williamstown, Massachu-
setts. With their thoughts turned
toward their classroom studies of Asia
and the East India Company, they

decided to pray that the Gospel would
be sent abroad. No one documented
their exact words. No one outside of
their circle knew or even cared about
what they were doing. What seemed
like an activity to pass the time until
the weather cleared, ignited a spark
that gave birth to the American mis-

sionary movement—the greatest mis-
sionary movement in the history of
Christianity. All because five kids—
Samuel Mills, Harvey Loomis, Byram
Green, Francis L. Robbins, and James
Richards—got down on their knees
and simply did what Jesus told them
to do — pray for the harvest. Imagine
if all of Christ’s followers did that.

It’s optimistic to think that every
believer on the face of the earth will
pray consistently on behalf of the har-
vest. The reality is that only a fraction
will even think about the unreached
masses. The haystack group, how-
ever, illustrates the fact that it
doesn’t take billions or millions, or
even hundreds to make a difference.
It really only takes one. 

If we could see the significant dif-
ference our prayers make for the King-
dom, we would certainly be more
inclined and more committed to mak-
ing prayer a priority. If we did nothing
else, it would still be the best thing we
can do. God has a heart for the nations.
When we pray, we access the passion-
ate mind, power, and will of God. 

Prayer is the work of missions.
And it all begins with one... it all
begins with you. ‘

A Billion People 
Continued  from page 1

SOW International has prepared a colorful and attractive bookmark for you as a
reminder to pray for the work of making the Scriptures available to the unreached.  If
you would like to receive one for yourself or several to pass out to friends and church
members, please call 866-807-
7676 and we will mail them
immediately.  You may ask for as
many as you need.

For more information
and tools to help you pray
more effectively, visit the
Print Media Section on
SOW International’s website
at www.sowintl.com

Prayer Bookmarks Available

3.

What if the armies of the Lord
Picked up and dusted off their swords

Vowed to set the captives free
And not let Satan have one more

What if the church for heaven's sake
Finally stepped up to the plate

Took a stand upon God's promise
And stormed hell's rusty gates

What if His people prayed?
Mark Hall ~ Casting Crowns



4.

Priority Prayer Items:

1. Pray for those on the front lines of spiritual battle
• Pray that God would strengthen their relationships
as a family and as a husband and wife.

• Pray for their extended families (many have
unsaved parents, siblings, etc.).

• Ask God’s blessing on their children.

• Pray for their housing situations and the commu-
nity in which they reside (they are often ostracized
because of their stand for Christ).

• Pray for their physical health.

• Pray that God would strengthen their personal
walk with the Lord.

• Pray for a veil of God’s protection around them.

2. Pray for those involved in Bible Storytelling, Translation,
and Distribution
• Pray that they would grow in their knowledge of
the Word.

• Pray that God would provide wisdom to com-
municate (in both verbal and written form) bibli-
cal and spiritual concepts in a meaningful and
understandable way.

• Pray for boldness in the gospel presentation. 

• Ask God to remove the religious, political, cultural,
educational, and spiritual barriers that hinder the
work.

3. Pray for the churches and faith communities within
these regions
• Pray for spiritual growth among new believers.

• Pray for new and spiritually gifted leadership.

• Pray that each would be burdened for their sur-
rounding communities and villages.

• Pray that they will also see the need to pray for
their own work as well as those who are praying
and supporting them.

Please take advantage of the resources SOW and
other organizations have made available to you.  Your
prayers will keep you involved on a more personal level
with those without God’s Word and those who work
among Bibleless peoples.  Praying strategically will pro-
vide a veil of needed protection for God’s servants as
they blaze new trails in the most spiritually dark regions
of the world.  Your prayers help break down spiritual
strongholds and may be the very thing that allows the
Gospel to spread and reach an entire people group. ‘
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For more information and tools to help you
pray more effectively, visit the Print Media
Section on SOW International’s website. 
You can also download SOW’s colorful 

31-Day Prayer Guide at: 
www.sowintl.com/media_print.html.
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To receive a printed version of SOW’s 31-Day Prayer Guide or several to pass
out to friends and church members, please call 866-807-7676.


