ABitaChild’s
Treasure
keeps her Children’s Bible as a treasured gift
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On her way to school Bita had to
force herself not to sing as it is forbidden
for girls to sing in her Persian-speaking
world. She knows many songs about
Jesus. Her parents taught these to her
and she learned them during the special

meetings for children in the secret
church her parents go to. But that’s
something she cannot talk about.
At school she cannot share with the
other children about Jesus and the
church. As far as she knows, none of the
other children have believing parents.
Daddy explains many times that it is better for her and their safety, if Bita does
not speak at all about the change of faith
of her parents. Until now, Bita has managed to obey his words.

Last night she had trouble sleeping.
She kept dreaming about strangers
entering her home and taking her father
and mother. Several days earlier, she
overheard her parents whispering about
a telephone call they had
received. When she looked into
the room, they seemed scared
and worried. She then heard
them pray very emotionally.
When she finally entered the
room, her mother simply
smiled and gave her a reassuring hug.
This morning her
mother immediately saw
that Bita had not slept
well. “Shall I read a story
to you from your
Bible,” mother suggested.
Bita nodded and cuddled up
on her mothers’ lap. With
her calm voice, mother
started reading the
story of Jesus’ friends
who wanted to send
away the children.
Bita was touched as
Jesus said, “Let the
children come.”
It is obvious that
these books are being
used significantly.
Some years ago Bita
received the children’s
Bible at the end of a
secret meeting.

Hiding place
The children’s Bible is kept in a secret
place together with the Bible of her parents. Bita loves her own little Bible. When
her mother doesn’t have time to read to
her, she often sits on her bed with the
book, just looking at the drawings. One of
her favorites is the one of the singing girl,
walking in front of Jesus when he sits on a
donkey and enters Jerusalem; boys and
girls singing and laughing together.
Oh how she would love to sing
when she is on the streets! Bita only
sings at the secret meetings with other
Christians. Even then, they often cannot
sing out loud for security reasons.
Continued on back.

The teacher asks attention of the
girls in the classroom. All the rooms are
filled with girls and the teachers are all
women. Bita loves school. She is eager
to learn and, of course, she loves being
with the other girls and playing
together. Going to the homes of the
other girls or receiving them at her
home, is sometimes difficult. Bita’s parents think it is dangerous to play with
these girls because their parents don’t
know Jesus.
There are thousands of children of
“Muslim background believers” just like
Bita in the Persian-speaking world. Bita’s
parents, became Believers some years
ago. They were introduced in house
meetings, where they received training.

Danger
In spite of the significant risks, the
number of believers in this region of the
world is growing. Ayatollah Hadi
Jahangosha, an influential Islamic
scholar with clear links to the government, recently stated, “Islam approves
Christianity in general, but with regard
to the religious teachings of Christianity,
unfortunately we witness the spread of
Christianity among our youth." Earlier,
Ayatollah Ali Khomeini (former Supreme
Leader of Iran) condemned the growing
house churches.
Iranian Christian News Agency,
Mohabat News, quoted Jahangosha’s
warning regarding the “widespread publication and distribution of Christian
books for children...one of these children
books has been published in 53 million

The Farsi Children’s Bible

For the last year, SOW has been raising funds for two children’s Bibles. One
version is for older children and one for younger children. These books are being
distributed throughout the Persian-speaking world and are part of a larger effort to
bring the Bible and other Gospel literature
into this region. Distribution is coordinated
through local believers and implemented
personally.
The goal of these Scriptures is not
simply distribution, but discipleship and
church planting. In the past 11 years
nearly 2 million copies of the Scriptures
have been distributed in this manner
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It is estimated that 70% of FarsiChildren’s B
speakers are under the age of 30 (twice
that of the U.S.). A continued focus on youth and children and providing the
Word of God in a language and form they understand is vital for this region. ‘
If you are interested in this project, for every $5.00 contribution, a Bible is placed
into the hands of a person in a Muslim country. Please join SOW in praying for
the safe arrival of these Children’s Bibles and their receptivity.

volumes and in 128 different languages...It can even be found in the
smallest towns across Iran.”
Jahangosha was speaking about My
First Bible, the book that is a real treasure
for Bita and that has been distributed in
large volumes throughout the Persianspeaking world. With God’s help it found
its way into the hands of thousands of
children. Majid Abhari, an adviser to the
social issues committee of the Iranian
parliament, has defended a crackdown
on Christian activities saying Christian
missionaries are trying to "deceive people, especially the
youth, with an
expensive propaganda campaign,"
Worthy News
reported earlier.
Bita is still
unaware of all this.

She comes home after another day of
school ready to play in the coolness of
her home.
Please pray for the Children of the
Persian-speaking world. Pray for girls like
Bita who keep their Bible as a big treasure in a hiding place. Many have nightmares because of fear and the threats.
Pray for the distribution of this much
needed Christian literature in this strict
Islamic region. ‘
* All names and faces in this article have
been changed for security reasons.
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